
Setting Goals 
Distributed by Subcommittee Member Sue Beede, Mass Rivers Alliance 

 

We could use relationship between fluvial fish and depleted August flow in Fish & 
Flow Study to define ecological goals for rivers and streams. 
 

1 This handout is offered for discussion purposes only and does not necessarily represent current statute, regulation, or policy positions of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
unless specifically acknowledged.  This summary is not to be cited as a reference.  Its purpose is to foster open and broad discussion of the issues of sustainable water management 
as well as help assure public awareness of the discussions as of the date of the presentation. 

 

 

Goal Classes Indicators Example Ecological 
Criteria 

1.  Streams with Cold 
Water Communities 

Brook Trout No more than *30% 
change in Brook Trout 
abundance 

2.  All Streams except     
those in 1 & 3 

Relative Fluvial Fish 
Abundance (RFFA) 

No more than a *35% 
change in RFFA 

3. Streams below major 
water uses 

Relative Fluvial Fish 
Abundance 

No more than a *65% 
change in RFFA 

*Used as examples only, not a recommendation. 


